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	20-year-old dies on Westchester lake when kayak flips
June 27, 2006, 6:04 PM EDT

BEDFORD, N.Y. (AP) _ A kayak carrying several young people capsized Tuesday on a Westchester lake and a 20-year-old man drowned, police said. 

The body of Mauricio Michilena of Cortlandt was recovered from Blue Heron Lake at about 1 p.m., seven hours after the accident, Bedford police Chief Christian Menzel said. 

All the others on the kayak were able to make it to shore but Michilena could not swim, Menzel said. Authorities did not immediately have an exact count of the people involved. 
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Police find body in Water Mill pond


BY JASON DEL REY
July 18, 2007


The body of a man who disappeared after the kayak he and a friend were in overturned in a Water Mill pond was found yesterday, almost 24 hours after he went missing, police said.

The body of Ernesto Rojas, 34, a Mexican national from Water Mill, was recovered around 11 a.m. yesterday in Mill Pond by Southampton Town police divers and with the help of sonar equipment from East Hampton Town police, police said.

Rojas, who owned a landscaping company, and an employee, Marco Ramirez-Cruz, 19, were working at a nearby home on Monday and decided to take a kayak onto the pond around noon, police said. Neither man was wearing a life preserver, and when the kayak capsized, the men began screaming for help. Area residents rescued Ramirez-Cruz, police said, but were unable to locate Rojas.

A Southampton police helicopter and dive teams and several area fire departments searched the pond until nightfall Monday. The search resumed at about 7 a.m. yesterday, police said. Arthur Muller, 85, said he watched much of the search from the pond's shore at the foot of his property with Rojas' brother and friends.

"He was very, very concerned," Muller said of the brother.

After rescue workers found Rojas' body, Muller said they took the brother to make a positive identification.

Muller said he overheard divers saying that they were having a tough time seeing anything because of blue-green "algae blooms." 

Muller, who has lived on Deerfield Road for 61 years, said people no longer swim in the pond because of algae but that it is still a popular spot for boaters and fishermen. He said no one has drowned in the pond since the 1970s when a woman failed to return from a midday swim. 
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